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ing in developing nations. Indeed given that
oil palm has one of the highest yields and
highest income returns per hectare of any
crop, a shift away from oil palm will lead to
the clearing of more land to make up for
that lost income.

Palm oil and food security

On the issue of food security and how palm
oil contributes positively, the Malaysian Palm
Oil Council, under the steady guidance of its
CEO, Tan Sri Dr. Yusof Basiron, has been very
active in explaining and demystifying the mis-
conceptions.

At the Oil Technologist Association of India
conference last year which focused on food
security, green energy and the environment
in New Delhi, India, Dr Basiron addressed
the issue of food security from a very prag-
matic perspective.

Initially explaining how the worlds' popula-
tion is in a steady upward growth curve and
is expected to reach 8 billion by 2030, Dr.

Basiron inferred that there will be many
more mouths to feed and that ever since the
beginning of time, the requirement to satisfy
hunger has always been a basic need of
mankind. Consequently, as population in-
creases, food supply must increase in tandem.

Illustrating that the oil palm is an important
agricultural crop which yields three important
sources of food, namely palm oil, palm kernel
oil and palm kernel cake. An average of 3.7
tons of palm oil, 0.4 tons palm kernel oil and
0.5 tons of palm kernel cake is obtainable
from one hectare of land. While the first two
products can be used for human consump-
tion, such as cooking oil, margarines, etc.  Palm
kernel cake is used as animal feed. 

Dr. Basiron also noted that Malaysia and
Indonesia are the two largest palm oil pro-
ducers in the world. Together they constitute
85.3% of the world’s production.

According to Dr. Basiron, one of the most
important hurdles to overcome, during the
pursuit to achieve food security is the dimin-
ishing availability of already scarce arable
land. Due to palm oil's high productivity,
whereby it can produce 4.13 tons per
hectare versus 0.75 (rapeseed), 0.58 (sun-
flower) and 0.40 (soybean), 11 times less
land is needed to obtain the same amount
of vegetable oil if oil palm substitutes soy-
bean completely. The extra land saved, could
then be used to plant other crops.

Dr. Basiron concludes that oil palm is the
leader that has the greatest potential to
overcome food insecurity and is capable of
doing it in a very sustainable way since it re-
quires the least amount of land to produce
the same amount of oil.
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“The Ministry of Plantation Industries and
Commodities, through the Malaysian Palm Oil
Council has set up a dedicated fund known as
the Malaysian Palm Oil Wildlife Conservation
Fund (MPOWCF).The fund was launched in
2006 and bears testimony to the commitment
from both the Malaysian Government and the
Malaysian palm oil industry in sponsoring stud-
ies and programs that will help the industry in
the conservation of the environment and its
biodiversity” extract from an interview with
Minister Bernard Dompok. 

Tan Sri Bernard Dompok, is effectively one
of Malaysia's most strategic ministers leading
the charge for Plantation Industries and
Commodities. Two of Malaysia's largest cash
crops come under him; rubber and oil palm
(elaeis guineensis).

The facts on oil palm are often misinter-
preted in the West under mistaken and
sometimes incorrect assumptions.  The uphill
battle to correct some of the mispercep-
tions has been a long one but with efforts
from The Ministry and bodies like Malaysian
Palm Oil Council, inroads have been made
in a slow but very effective manner.

According to Minister Dompok, the cam-
paign by Western NGO's against palm oil
has been misleading and disingenuous. When
related to deforestation it is simply misin-
formed.

Dompok states that Malaysia retains 56 per-
cent of its land under permanent forest and
has cultivated all land reserved for agricul-
ture. This means that no land is converted
from primary forest to oil palm plantations.
Instead palm oil is the driver for economic
growth and the need to reduce poverty
leads to agricultural development. The key
point here is that a reduction in the use of
palm oil will not lower the rate of land clear-
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