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How	  NGOs	  Currently	  View	  Palm	  Oil	  

1. Am I qualified enough to answer on 
behalf of NGOs? 

2. What if anything are NGOs and who 
do they shape our opinions? 

3. What are the NGO concerns of the 
palm oil sector? 

4. What can we do? 



1.	  Am	  I	  really	  qualified?	  



Wild	  Asia	  



2.	  What	  are	  NGOs?	  



Wild	  Asia	  

2.	  What	  are	  NGOs	  …	  a	  definiAon	  

“ A non-governmental organization 
(NGO) is any non-profit, voluntary 
citizens' group which is organized 
on a local, national or international 
level.”  
 
“Task-oriented and driven by people 
with a common interest, NGOs 
perform a variety of service and 
humanitarian functions, bring citizen 
concerns to Governments, advocate 
and monitor policies and encourage 
political participation through 
provision of information.” 
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2.	  What	  are	  NGOs	  …	  there	  are	  more	  than	  you	  think	  

“ … it is taking shape 
in the schoolrooms, 
farms, jungles, 
villages, companies, 
deserts, fisheries, 
slums – and yes, 4-
star resorts” 
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2.	  What	  are	  NGOs	  …	  some	  are	  household	  names	  
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2.	  What	  are	  NGOs	  …	  oCen	  they	  start	  with	  one	  (two)	  
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2.	  What	  are	  NGOs	  …	  the	  power	  to	  connect	  





3.	  What	  are	  the	  concerns?	  



Palm oil production has heavy 
environmental consequences, 
notably through widespread 
deforestation, which leads to the 
destruction of habitats for 
endangered species, such as 
orangutans, and contributes to 
climate change (Greenpeace).	




A US-based NGO today accused a 
local palm oil giant of using forced 
labour, abusing children and 
destroying the natural environment 
in its operations across the world: 
Papua New Guinea and Liberia and 
deforestation in Indonesia. 	




“The creation of oil plantations in 
Malaysia is regarded as the main 
cause of the air pollution that has 
been affecting many neighboring 
countries in Southeast Asia.”	




“The creation of oil plantations in 
Malaysia is regarded as the main 
cause of the air pollution that has 
been affecting many neighboring 
countries in Southeast Asia.”	




According to the U.S. Department 
of Labor (2012), palm oil is 
produced with forced labor in 
Malaysia and with child labor in 
Indonesia and Sierra Leone.	




4.	  What	  can	  we	  do?	  
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Deny	  or	  promote	  alternaAve	  truths	  

VS	




Wild	  Asia	  

Engage	  …	  and	  find	  opportuniAes	  

Nestle, P&G, L’oreal, Keloggs, 
Colgate, J&J, Mars, Unilever, 

Mondelez, Ferrero 

Pepsi, Lily, Nice, Godrej General Mills, Kao, 
Reckitt Benckiser 
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Learn	  from	  “Risk	  Management”	  gurus	  –	  you	  are	  not	  alone	  

“For me the baseline assumption is that 
when people are upset over a risk that’s 
technically small, it isn’t because they’re 
stupid or because journalists or activists 
have manipulated them. It is because the 
company or government responsible for 
that small risk is doing something wrong.” 

Peter Sandman 
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Any	  quesAon?	  


